44                     MARLBOROUGH

inspired to retake Liege, if he could, early in the
campaigning season, but otherwise to act on the
defensive and hold the allied forces so as to pre-
vent them from assisting the harassed Emperor.

Marlborough, however, was also early in the
field and at first hoped that he might be allowed to
draw off pressure from the Emperor by invading
Belgium, even at the risk of a battle with Villeroi.
But the Dutch maintained their veto on battles,
and asked the Duke instead to take Bonn on the
Rhine in order to clear their communications
with the Empire.   Under Marlborough's personal
supervision that town was bombarded into sur-
render so quickly that Villeroi had no time to
make a counter-move.  Marlborough, ever fruit-
ful in expedient, now proposed to the Dutch what
he termed his " Grand Design," a remarkable
strategical scheme which marks the heights of his
military genius. His plan was that he himself would
hold ViUeroi's main army immobile whilst one
Dutch general, Cohorn, attacked Ostend, another
menaced Antwerp from the west  and   a third
approached from the north-east.  If the Governor
of Antwerp divided his forces to save Ostend,
Antwerp would fall and, if not, Ostend would.
But Marlborough reckoned without his collabora-
tors.   Cohorn calmly obtained permission from
the Dutch Government to alter his orders so as
to turn his part into a mere plundering expedi-
tion.   Opdam, one of the other Dutch generals,
began his move before any diversion of forces
from Antwerp had taken place and then omitted
to fortify his line.   Consequently his army was
caught by the French in superior numbers and